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tion is therefore likely to be gladly welcomed. The attractive title of this 
book might lead one to expect a scientific discussion of logical problems, but 
this is far from the author's purpose. He supposes himself in possession of a 
short and easy method of solving not only logical questions, but almost all 
the other problems relating to the universe and man. The metaphysical 
basis of his system, which he calls Substantialism, is a modified Berkeley- 
anism. The nature of these modifications may be best shown by a few 
quotations. " The substantial mind consists of two principal parts — a Self 
and a Plasma — the Atman and the Akasa of Sanscrit philosophers " (p. 4). 
" The demiurgic mind is inconceivably greater and more powerful than the 
human, but it is not necessarily better in quality. It is the origin of all 
natural forces, and its organic processes are what we term ' physical laws ' " 
(p. 6). " The consciousness pertaining to the plasma left in its primitive 
state is Sentiment, which generally corresponds to what is termed the moral 
nature of man " (p. 11). The author does not appear to make any distinction 
between logical and psychological processes. He declares that the syllogism 
is based on classification, and that its conclusions are mere tautologies. But 
yet he maintains that " every argument consists in bringing a case under a 
precedent and applying to the case ideally the better knowledge possessed 
of the precedent " (p. 74). The case must resemble the precedent, but Mr. 
McLachlan does not inform us how great the similarity must be before we 
are justified in subsuming the one under the other. For a Substantialist 
the categories are of great importance, and the author mentions six, two of 
which, Inherence and Association, depend upon the Noumenal Mind, and 
are called Natural. The other four, Perspection, Concretion, Sequence, 
Causation, are artificial categories, and are formed by the Subjective mind. 
The latter part of the work treats of the Redaction of Colloquial Argu- 
ments, Fallacies, Academical Dialectic, etc. A sympathetic reader might 
be able to find much that is admirable, although old, implied in the author's 
somewhat obscure phraseology. J. E. C. 

Ueber die Zukunft der Philosophie. Mit apologetisch-kritischer Be- 
riicksichtigung der Inaugurationsrede von Adolf Exner " Ueber politische 
Bildung " als Rector der Wiener Universitat. Von Franz Brentano. 
Wien, Alfred Holder, 1893. — pp. ix, 74. 

This treatise is a reply to the Inaugural address with which Professor 
Exner entered upon the rectorship of the University of Vienna in October, 
1 891. It has, however, considerable general interest, both on account of 
the importance of the questions which it discusses and of the valuable 
services which Professor Brentano has already rendered to Philosophy. 
It was claimed in the Inaugural address that philosophical interest had 
greatly declined, and that the activity of the present age was non-produc- 
tive and concerned itself exclusively with the systems of the past. Phi- 
losophy, in short, is really defunct, and since it is not a practical necessity, 



No. 3.] NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 379 

there can be no hope of its revival. The author replies to these charges 
by pointing to the facts of the case. Although the interest in philosophy 
shows no signs of diminution, mankind are doubtless learning that there is 
no ready made answer for all its problems. The present age has to a 
greater extent than any other shaken itsslf free from the traditions of the 
past, and sought an independent start. It is true there are no comprehen- 
sive systems being produced, but thinkers are devoting their lives to 
the investigation of particular problems; and although the number and size 
of the volumes produced is not so great as it was in the age of Schelling 
and Hegel, the quality of the work is incomparably better. Nor is it true 
that philosophy is not a practical necessity. Morality, politics, and most of 
all theology, require its support and service. Another statement of the 
address which our author combats is, that the methods of the natural 
sciences can never be applied to the investigation of philosophical ques- 
tions. Professor Exner's account of that method makes it clear, that he is 
thinking exclusively of the mathematico-mechanical method. But as a matter 
of fact, but few of the natural sciences are in a position to employ this 
method. Most of them proceed by means of observation, hypothesis, and 
verification, and this is the procedure which philosophy must adopt if it 
is to make advances. J. E. C. 



Apologetics; or, Christianity Defensively Stated. By Alexander 
Balmain Bruce, D.D., Professor of Apologetics and New Testament 
Exegesis, Free Church College, Glasgow. New York : Charles Scrib- 
ner's Sons, 1892. — pp. xvi, 522. 

This is the third work to appear in the " International Theological Li- 
brary" edited by Charles A. Briggs and S. D. F. Salmond. The introduc- 
tion gives a brief historical sketch and a discussion of the functions and 
method of Apologetics. With respect to the philosophical side of the 
subject, the author says : " What the Christian apologist is concerned to 
show is not that a God of some sort exists, but that the Christian idea of 
God is worthier to be received than that of the pantheist or the deist, or of 
any rival theory of the universe." Accordingly Book I, consisting of one 
hundred and eighteen pages, is devoted to a discussion of " Theories of the 
Universe, Christian and Anti-Christian." The author finds that, according 
to the Christian theory, God is an Ethical Personality ; that man at his 
worst is a son of God and hence occupies a very important place ; that sin 
is a reality, that it does not originate with God and is not necessary, but 
consists in choosing the guidance of the lower animal, rather than that of 
the higher human, nature ; and finally that Christianity while fully cognizant 
of the reality of evil, both moral and physical, is inherently optimistic, confi- 
dent in the progress and relief of mankind both in this world and in the 
world to come. This theory of the universe is defended in the next five 
chapters against 'Pantheism,' 'Materialism,' 'Deism,' 'Modern Specula- 



